
 
 
August 25, 2014 
 
Dear Parents and Families –  
 
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), which was passed by the federal government in 2001, 
requires that all schools’ efficacy be measured annually based on their performance on 
standardized tests in English and Math.  The state of Vermont has set the bar for what adequate 
student performance on these tests should be, and schools that don’t meet that bar are identified 
under NCLB as being in need of “improvement” or “restructuring”. 
 
As a part of complying with NCLB, every three years, expectations for school performance on 
standardized tests have been raised.  At this point, expectations for school achievement have 
reached the maximum level.  In order for a school to be considered effective by the federal 
government, every student in tested grades in that school must test as “proficient” on both 
standardized English and Math tests.  This is an incredibly high bar to meet annually.  This year, 
our school did not meet this goal, and neither did any other school in Vermont, a state whose 
schools rank highly when compared against the highest performing countries in the world. 
 
Because we have not met this goal for three years, we are an identified school in year one of 
corrective action.  We are committed to continuous school improvement, and to supporting all of 
our students in their effort to succeed.  This is what we strive to achieve every day.  But we don’t 
believe that NCLB effectively measures the quality of our school—what our students know, or 
what our school and district are doing to support their learning and development.  This stance 
regarding NCLB as a model for measuring school quality is something that the Vermont Agency 
of Education has also been vocal about, as evidenced by the enclosed copy of a recent public 
release from the Agency.   
 
While we reject NCLB labeling of all Vermont schools as “low-performing”, we are continuously 
working to improve the quality of our programs and student supports. This year, we will continue 
to partner with our District and the Agency of Education to implement a continuous improvement 
plan for our school that will support the needs of all of our school’s students.  We will be 
reviewing all of our programs as a part of a more comprehensive review of our school’s academic 
experiences and student supports.  As we identify opportunities for parent and family participation 
in the development and implementation of our improvement plans, we’ll let you know.  We hope 
that you will continue to support our school in these efforts, and we value your involvement. 
 
This is part of the state’s current stance on AYP and NCLB: 
 

• As the vast majority of Vermont’s schools (including many that are widely recognized as 
excellent) are currently identified under AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress), AYP-



identification no longer serves as a meaningful measure of school performance, in and of 
itself. 

• AYP is primarily calculated using English and Math standardized test scores, which aren’t 
broad enough, as data sets, to provide a complete picture of a school’s strengths and 
weaknesses. 

• The state is currently exploring measures of school performance that reach well beyond 
standardized test scores, including measures tied to other academic content areas, school 
climate, and parent and community involvement. 

• Parent notification of AYP status through this letter is a federal requirement, and should 
not be interpreted as Vermont’s endorsement of the AYP school improvement model. 

 
 
Another requirement of NCLB is that Title I schools offer school choice if it is available in the 
school district [school(s) overseen by one school board].  As Barton Graded School is the only 
school in our district, we are not able to offer school choice. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
 
 
Bob Partridge 
Principal 
 


